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A LETTER, Sc. 


2 EDMUND RACK, 


en to che Society for the Encou- 

ragement of Agriculture and Arts in 
Somerſetſnire, Author of Mentor's 
Letters to Vouth, Of the Second 
Ode, addreſſed to Mrs. Macaulay, on 

her Birth-Day, and the reputed Au- 
thor of a Letter, addreſſed to Philip 
Thickſkull, Eq. 


Reſpeted Friend Edmund, 
IOUGH , ſhall addreſs thee ſomewhat | 
in thy own ſtyle, I do not mean to 

throw any odium on that decent ſect to which 
| 7* | . 
| nn thou 


E +] 
thou doeſt belong, becauſe I do believe, they 
are in general, a very worthy and reſpectable 
body of people, and that their lives, conver- 
fation, and manners, come the neareſt to the 
precepts, and manner of the life of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the Primitive Chriſtians, of any people 
now living BA the face of the earth; but on 
the other hand, when any of thoſe people, 
under ſhelter of that ſimplicity of manners, 
and profeſſion of Brotherly love and good will 
towards all mankind, enter into a Confede- 
racy with Fools, or Knaves, to render a man, 
to whom he acknowledges himſelf obliged, 
and who had never offended him, cither ridi- 
culous, or odious, in the eyes of his neigh- 
bours, he mult be the very arranteſt Hypocrite 
living, and deſerves 10 be held forth to the 
Public for his double dealings. 
Now I do accuſe thee my friend, of writ- 
ing the Proſe part of that well circulated paper, 
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addreſſed to Philip Thickſkull, Eſq. and the 
Rhyming fart thereof, to thy friend anus. 
1 do alſo accuſe thee, of endeavouring to get 
that nonſenſical paper inſerted in the Morning 
Poſt, and when thou didſt fail thereof, that 
thou didſt make ſome friendly alterations 
therein, and then caſed it to be printed on the 
| very worſt paper which could bear thy type, 
and then diſperſe it among thy friends and 
neighbours; and thereby ſow, (inſtead of thy 
Norfolk Turnep Seed) diſcord among all ranks 
and orders of people, in the City of Bath, 
yea,—and in the Village of Bath-Hampton 
allo. 


Now as thou haſt thought proper, ſolemnly 
to deny, having any hand or any knowledge in 
the fabrication, or publication of the ſaid let- 
ter to Philip Thickſkull, Eſq. I will give 
thee my reaſons for believing that thou haſt 
| 3 | ſaid, 


, 3 — 


* 1 e * * * * p 4 * 
* * * 2 e 5 — 5444 48 * 


1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
[ 


| 
| 


. 
«4 22 —ͤ 


— — 
ES Hes 


"_ — — 
— 


aid, and wrote, the thing that i is not, and that, 


the TRUTH 1 18 ſill ; in thee. 


Firſt then I did aſk thee, by a civil letter 


not believing it poſlible that thou couldſt have 
Wantonly attacked a man, (who never had of- 


tended thee, but who had on the contrary, 


befriended thee) in ſo fooliſh, wanton, and 
miſchievous a manner, and when I did receive 
the following anſwer thereunto, I was tho- 
roughly convinced of thy innocence, and did 
accordingly write thee in return, a friendly 
letter, expreſſing my ſatisfaction for thy own 


ſake, more than mine own, that THOU HADST 


NOT DONE THE THING WHICH THOU OUGHTEST 


Nor. Yea verily; I did rejoice that Edmund 


Rack was innocent, and believe that it was 
the work of a young Prieſt, of the Eſtabliſhed 
Religion of this Realm, rather than the pro- 


duction of the meek, the buntle and _ A 


reſted Edmund Rack. 


 Philit 


1 
Philip 7 „ E. 
Theſe. 


Fat. Morning, July 10. 

Eeſpected Friend, 
Of my return home laſt Evening, thy favour of 
Ye flerday met me. -S commend thy Candour 
therein, although I am at a loſs to know what part 
of my Condubt could juſtify thy giving Credit to a 
report ſo groundleſs and improbable. — 
indeed that I "ſhould deſcend to the dirty employment 
of abuſing a perſon of whom 1 know nothing; 
from whom 1 have met with the greateſt civilities, 
and receiv d ſome particular favours. My diſpofi- 
tion abhors fo mean gn employment; and my educa- 
tion and principles have taught me better than 10 
practiſe 3 therefore aſſure thee thy aher ma- | 


lion is falſe for I had not the ſmalleſt concern 8 


any of the abuſe that has been circulated; nor do I 
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know the Author of one of the pieces alluded to. 


7 hy apprehenfion of my running into a Shop to 


avoid thee 75 entirely groundle eſs. No ſuch thought 


[enter d my mind, I went itt becauſe I had buſineſs 


d far from ſeeking. to avoid thee, T have ne- 
ver conceiv d uch an idea, and am ſurprized at 
: thy 2 Micion about it. T Bere i 16 not the Man living 
N that I fear 10 meet, becauſe there i 1s not the Man 

i lig 88 [ have injured; and if [ have any ene- 

mies, zt 1s mare than I hnow f. Thou wilt give 


me plaſure i in fuljiling thy engagement, zo take a 


Fanuly Dinner with 3 me whenever it js convenient | 


17 am. thine reſpectfully, | 
| E. RACK. 


P. S. 1 may \poſible be abl to trace out fon 
thing. „ fo, I will inform thee. 


Soon * the de however of the above 


letter, unto which I did write thee an anſwer 


rather 


”» 


rather full ſoon, 1 did fhew thy letter to the 
perſon who did firſt tell me that zhou wert the 
man, and he did ſay unto me words to this ef- 


| fe 


„That | letter is falſe, and he muſt be a 
« ſad man who wrote the firſt paper, and 
%a bad man to contradict it in the manner he 
has done, for he did write a part of the pa- 


per addreſſed to you, and I can prove it,” 


| Whereupon thou muſt remember, I did 
write a third letter to thee, and thou didſt 
then, as it appeareth by thy ſecond reply, avoid 
giving me that proof of thy innocence Which 
was then ſo eaſily in thy power ; for if thy 
accuſer offered to take his foath that thou 
hadſt faid Ihe thing that is not, thou oughteſt alſo 
to have offered to have made thy affirmarion 
that thou hadft faid nothing but the truth, 


but inſtead thereof, tliow didſt write unto ile 
thus, 


An 


thus, and without aſking even me who thy 


Accuſer is? 


nur 3 _ . 
ee 


After what has already paſſed, I do 
not ' think 11 neceſſary to give any further Anſwer 2 
the late 2 and 22 Charge brought againſt 
me, by one Who ſeem | determined to make Enemies 
of his Friend. 170 
E. RACK. 


Now, though it cannot be ſuppoſed that if 
chou wert really guilty of the firſt wanton of- 
fence, thou cou'd'ſt have any great ſeruple of 
: Conſcience againſt making an Affirmation of 

thy innocence . Yet there remained one great 

objection thereunto, viz. that ſeveral people in 
Bath were I hear, Privy to thy being a party 


concerned, 


1 ] 
concerned, and thy affirmation in that caſe, 
would, at the ſame time it acquitted thee un- 
to me, convict thee of affirming to — the 


thing that i is not. 


Now i it will be aſked, what provocation. bad 
a Edmund Rack, to inſult a friend .who had 
ſubſcribed towards giving him Fifty Pounds * 
year, as Sceretary to the Society for encou- 
| ragetnent of Arts and Agriculture, and thirty 
more for one Room in a Houle of Forty Pounds 4 
| Year, to ſell Norfolk Turnep Seed in, wanton- 
ly to attack his benefactor ? to which I can 


give no better anſwer than the N 


Why anz Rack is one of the crea - 
tures of Dr. Wilſon, as well as one of the 
flatterers of Mrs. Macaulay. Edmund Rack 
wrote one of the never to be forgotten Odes, 
read on the never to be forgotten 2d of April, 
the day of the nativity of the never to be for- 

1 3 gotten 
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mien; Hiſtorian, Mrs. Catherine Macaulay, 
and Philip Thickſkull, Eq, the reputed Au- 
thor of the Proſe, Bath Guide, had the teme- 
rity of publiſhing that wicked . book, without | 

even mentioning the name of Edmund Rack, 
or recommending to the Public, how advan- 

| 1agepus @ matter the Society for the encourage- 

ment of Agriculture muſt turn out 7 him, if 
nt to the Public. And now Sir, I will give 

| 1 my reaſons for omitting that important bu- 
Hub: T did not care to injure thee, nor dd! 

care to impoſe upon. the Public by wing the 


thing that is not. | 


Now 3 15 hive 5 aſk thee whether a 


gentleman, now living at Bath, a man of the 


firſt abilities, who was one of the firſt pro- 


moters of the Society in London, and for ma- 


ny years afterwards one of its chief Supports, 


did not write A letter and ſend it to our friend 
| : "Mw, 


— Es. 
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Watts, (the Printer of a late departed Neu- Po- 
per) wherein he ſhewed by the cleareſt Argu- 
ments, that the Bath Society could tend to no · 
thing, but a Lucrative Employment to thee ? 
I fay he did write ſuch a letter, and thy friend 
Watts did ſhew it unto thee, and thou didſt 


write to the ſaid gentleman, acknowledging 
the truth of his obſervations, and at the ſams © 
time thou didſt beſeech him not to publiſh the 
ſaid letter, but to became a ſubſcribing member, 
and then to nad the meetings, and in his 
E offer his reaſons and give in his objec- 


B 


And thou didſt further beſeech him, not to 
 publickly attack an infant Society, and to ſpare 

| them, if not for the fake of the public, yet 
for the ſake of his eſteemed, tho'—unknown 
friend, Edmund Rack, or Words to that ef- 


* This was FRF a piece of good addreſs. Mr, K-+---t is 
in a very bad ſtate of health, and unable to attend thy Society, 
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[ 144 
fe. This gentleman is a man of humanity, 
as well as underſtanding; he did not write that 
letter out of prejudice to thee, but for the 
public-good, and he declared to me, that as 
thou hadſt wrote OY 4 Civil letter, requeſting : 
him to hold his hand, yea, —he would not lift 
it u 2 againſt a man; whoſe principle andedica- 
tion teach Bim not to bold up his hand againf any 
„ man.” But I do aver, that he did then, and 
does now affert (and there is not a man in Py 


Kingdom better qualified to perceive it) that 


the Society for the encouragement of Agricul- 
ture, and Arts, (eſtabliſhed chiefly by thy | 
addreſs and means) can tend to nothing more 

thas very Lucrative Employment to thee, > 4 


whoever is Secretary thereunto. 


I ſhall conclude this my addreſs to \ thee, in 
calling again upon thee, to make before a Ma- 


giſtrate, and in the Preſence of that Gan, who 5 


3 N . knows 


— 
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knows all hearts, and from wwhom,no. cer 


hid, the Affirmation I encloſed to thee, ane, 


thou doeſt, I will then in public and in pri- 


vate, acknowledge that I have brought a falſe 


charge againſt thee; and I will atk God's par- 


don, thine, and the pardon of the public But 


if thou doeſt not, then I am fure thou wilt be 


deſpiſed by that public at large, and diſcarded 


by that very reſpectable body of people, to 


whom thou haſt hitherto belonged; not ſo 


much for writing the fooliſh paper in queſtion, 


as for that deceitful, falſe, and hypocritical 


manner of denying it, and making, at the 


ſame time, the ſtrongeſt profeſſion of regard 


for a man, of whom thou firſt ſay'ſt thou Ano - 


eft nothing, and then, acknowledges to have re- 


ceived benefits from, and been obliged to. 


There was no great matter 1 confeſs, in thy 


writing ſuch a fooliſh Thickſkull paper, but 


His 
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"manner of denying it, will I fear loſe 
* thee the friendſhip of the Reſpectable Doctor, 
as well as his female Friend ; and that he will 
not be in future ſo ready to take the Chair far 
the benefit of a man, who is ſo cordial with 
| his enemies. Thou telleſt me that « 1 will 
* make my friends my enemies; I tell thee in re- 
turn, that I abhor the friendſhip of Hypocrites 
and deſpiſe che contemptible Abilities of fies 
Writers as thoſe who wrote thoſe papers, ad- 


| dreſſed to thy eſteemed friend, 
Phi. . 


N. B. Before the above was ſent to the 
5 Preſa, the Author wrote a civil letter to his 
avorthy friend Edmund Rack, and called upon 
; him to make an affirmation which Was en- 
cloſed therein, declaring his not being the au- 
thor, 


The ivgmniour performance in laſt Monday's Paper, of the 
Life, &c. of Down Patt.Liy, Mr. Hooper informs the Author, 
came from ALFRED Hovse.---An additional Sheet will be added 

to the Proſe Bath Guide, and publiſhed next Vic * 
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thor, or any ways concerned in any part of 


the ſcurility lately thrown out, and telling him 
if he did not, he would be conſidered GuILTY. 
To this reaſonable requeſt, the ſaid Ed- 
mund Rack remained ſilent! —ibe Spirit did 


not move him to write AF ages to his eee 


Friend, | 4 
Phpilip Tbichſtull, 


1 If thou printf any anſwer hereunto, do 
it as ;- the Author of this has done, and put 
G thereunto thy real name; as the Author i 18 de- | 


termined never to read one Word more of | 


either thine, or thy neighbour W. 8 ano- 
nymous Scurrility, having ſufficient 3 matter for 


al * proceedings. 


F. I 8 diſmiſs chis trifling matter 
between thee and me, without hinting a word 
er two more to thee, as it is on a matter in 


which 
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| which the Ponte, and thee, are 2 i 


cancerned. 


As thou haſt refuſed to make thy Affirma- 
tion of thy innocence reſpeQing me, I now 


| call upon thee, to fay yea, or nay, whether | 

| thou haſt not wrote letters unto jel, got 

thoſe lettets tranſcribed by another hand, and 
5 then, produced at a certain, meeting, (not A 


Quaker” 8 meeting) thoſe very letters, read 


them at that meeting, and thereby humm d hy 


friends ? I tell thee Edmund, THOU HAST 3 ; 


that thou art a ſly fellow, and that thy 1 inge- 
A nuity will ſoon ſhine forth, and give light unto 
men, even a ſtronger than that of thy Coals, 
"thy Candles, and the various means thou em- 


ployeſt to gun unto thee the good. things of 


this World. 1 
I1G'\- | "7 
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